
An Introduction to 
Every Child Matters in Nevada
Making Children a Local and National Priority



What is Every Child Matters?

• Every Child Matters is: a non‐profit, non‐partisan organization whose 
mission is to make children a national political priority. Every Child Matters in 
Nevada is an advocacy campaign for children.

• Every Child Matters DOES NOT:
– Endorse any particular candidate

– Support any particular political party

• Every Child Matters DOES:
– Attend candidate events

– Encourage candidates to talk about children’s issues
– Direct policy-maker education
– Outreach during key federal and state election campaigns
– Partnership with other child advocacy organizations
– Media outreach and public forums
– Voter Registration



Every Child Matters uses all the tools and 
tactics available to 501(c)(3) non‐profit 

organizations, including….



Earned Media Events



Local Op‐Eds



Web Site & Social Networking



Candidate Forums

2008 Candidate Forum
Upcoming Events:

Candidate Educational  Breakfast

October 2nd, 2010 SNV

October 9th, 2010 NNV

Local/State  Candidate Forum

October 13th, 2010 (tentative)

Federal Candidate Forum

October 19th or 20th, 2010 SNV



Additional Activities

•Voter Registration

•Candidate Surveys

•Candidate Meetings

•Community Events

•Rallies/Forums/Debates

•Child Care Serving Sites



Nevada is failing our children.
There are 681,033 children under 18 in Nevada
– Overall ranking  of 44 on 10 Child well being indicators Nevada 

– 47th in uninsured children     ‐ 42nd in juvenile incarceration

– 40th Child abuse fatalities    ‐ 44th Child welfare expenditures
‐ Source: Geography Matters  Report by ECM Education Fund 2008

– Pre‐K
• 3‐4 Year Olds Not Enrolled in a nursery school, pre‐school, or pre‐
kindergarten education program (2007) ‐ 56,425 (72.3%) 

• Nevada is ranked 50th in percentage of 3‐4 year olds enrolled in state Pre‐K 
and Head Start 

• Percent of 4th Graders Scoring below Basic Reading Levels (2009) ‐ 43%
‐ Source: Homeland Insecurity 2009

Why do we need Every Child Matters in Nevada?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DENISE –
NV also ranks 47th in the % of uninsured children
AND as one of the lowest states for per capita expenditures on child welfare
___________
The FEDERAL Government is FAILING our children
Federal spending on children has decreased from 20% in 1960 to just over 15% in 2005
While Federal spending on other major entitlements (social security, medicare)  have increased from 22% in 1960 to nearly 46% in 2005
US Ranks 20th of the 21 wealthiest nations in child well-being (UNICEF)
The US child abuse death rate is the highest of all rich democracies – 3x higher than Canada and 11x higher than Italy





Every Child Matters: Main Focus

•Children in Poverty

•Early Childhood & Pre-K 

education

•After School Care & Programs

•Abuse and Neglect

•Health Care



Of the 681,033 children in Nevada: 

– 99,000 live in poverty 

– Home Foreclosures (2008‐2009) ‐ 189,790 

Every Child Matters: Children in Poverty
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Poverty is associated with negative outcomes for children
The US has the 2nd worst child poverty rater (after Mexico) among 26 rich countries.
Strong government anti-poverty interventions can have a significant impact on child poverty rates (ie: France had a child poverty rate of 28%, which they reduced by 73% to 7.5% after strong interventions were put into place)



Ask the Candidates

What will you do to help families 
become more financially stable?



• Over one‐fourth of Nevada’s children are left alone 
every day after school

• Nevada is ranked 50th in per child federal 
contributions to after school care

• Why should we care?

– Drug abuse

– Sexual Activity

– Juvenile Delinquency

Every Child Matters: After School Care
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What is your plan to keep children safe and 
supervised in the late afternoon and 
early evening hours?

Ask the Candidates
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In Nevada:

• Total number of child abuse and neglect 

reports (2008) ‐ 20,321 

• Child Abuse Victims (2008) ‐ 5,417 

• Child Abuse Deaths (2001‐2008) ‐ 81 

Every Child Matters: Child Abuse and Neglect
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What are your plans to keep all children 
safe from violence in their homes, 
schools and communities?

Ask the Candidates
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• Children Not Covered by Health Insurance at Any 
Time (2008) ‐ 115,000 

• Share of Medicaid‐enrolled children not getting 
dental care (2007) ‐ 73% 

• Additional Children Covered by Expansion of the 
State Children’s Health Insurance Program ‐ 37,400 

Every Child Matters: Health Care
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• How do you propose to ensure that 
children grow up healthy and have access 
to comprehensive health care?

Ask the Candidates
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• High quality early childhood programs benefit children and the 

community

– 85% of a child’s brain development occurs in early childhood

– Today’s children are tomorrow’s workforce, investing in high 

quality education today will yield benefits well into the future.

• In Nevada, early childhood learning programs cost more than 

tuition at a Nevada public university. 

Every Child Matters: Early Childhood
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What is your position on offering all 
children high quality early learning and 
care, including preschool programs?

Ask the Candidates
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• Write letters to the editor

• Call candidates

• Register to vote

• Vote on election day

• Attend candidate events

• Volunteer at Every Child Matters events

How Can You Help?
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Volunteer Recruitment
• ECM will need volunteers for:

• Voter Registration through 
October 2nd 

• Phone banking the entire 
weekend prior to the election, 

• Upcoming Candidate Breakfast on 
October 2nd SNV and October 9th

NNV

• Local Candidate Forum in both 
SNV & NNV Date TBA

• Federal Forum in SNV



• Attend Candidate events

• Call local office

• Email official website

• Send letters to campaign offices

Working as a group can have a stronger impact. 

How to Contact Candidates
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There is also a link on the Every Child Matters website to send a message to the candidates.



Do’s And Don’ts 
When Advocating for a 

Non‐Profit Non‐Partisan Group



DON’T

• Mention a candidate’s or party’s name.

• Answer any questions about how you will be voting.

• Answer any questions about your party or candidate preferences.

• Ask people you work with how they will vote or what candidate or party 

they support.

• Publicize, talk about or mention which candidates agree with the position 

Every Child Matters supports.

• Display any materials on your person or carry any signs that support a 

candidate or a party.

• Distribute information other than that provided by ECM.  



DO
• Encourage voting among parents, staff and community.

• When given the opportunity, talk briefly about the importance of voting in 

general.

• Refer parents and staff to the ECM fliers that encourages voting

• Thank parents and staff for taking the time to listen to you.

• Work to forge partnerships that don’t already exist with community 

organizations.

• Call your representatives to encourage them to voice their stances on 

children’s issues, complete the ECM questionnaire, and participate in local 

forums that focus on children.

• VOTE!!!!!!!!!!



Every Child Matters in Nevada
Making Children a Local and National Priority

Northern Nevada  775-856-0343
Email: balbers@childrenscabinet.org

mmaggy@childrenscabinet.org

Southern Nevada  702-895-1040
Email: amanda.haboush@unlv.edu 

Website: http:www.everychildmatters.org/nv
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